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Religious Schools – Lesson Plan for Younger Grades 

Rationale (Objectives): 

To expose the children to Shem Vener’s work –  

To understand that behind every name is a real person 

To encourage the students to learn about a person who perished in the Holocaust 

To understand that we are responsible for one another. Many people perished in the Holocaust and 

didn’t leave behind anyone who would remember them. The entire Jewish nation is responsible for 

remembering them. 

 

The lesson in points: 

 Introduction – Pieces of a photo 

Who am I game + discussion 

Names 

Memorial candle 

Learning about a victim 

Conclusion and homework 

 

The lesson in detail: 

Part A – Introduction: 

Each student receives a numbered piece of a photo (can also be shaped as puzzle pieces). The teacher 

will call up only some of the students and ask them to create the photo.  

The students will need to guess what the entire photo looks like. Is it possible? The teacher will call up 

additional students to add their parts, until the class is able to identify the picture; then, the whole 

photo will be completed. 

Why was it difficult to figure out what the entire picture looked like? Because not all of the parts were 

present, not everyone participated. We need everyone’s contribution to create a complete picture. 

Studying the Midrash: 

?לאגוז ישראל נמשלו למה"  

 הן כך, זה אחר זה ומתגלגלים מדרדרין וכולן מהכרי אחד נוטל את זה אגוז מה, ירדתי אגוז גינת אל אחר דבר... 

" מרגישין כולן מהן אחד לקה, ישראל  



(יז', ו, רבה השירים שיר מדרש)  

“Why were the Jewish nation compared to a nut? 

…Another explanation: ‘I descended to the nut garden’ – just as if you take one nut out of the pile, they 

all fall down and roll one after the other, so too when one of the Jewish people is struck, all of them feel 

it.” (Midrash Shir Hashirim Rabba 6:17) 

The teacher will explain the comparison made in the Midrash – the Jewish nation is compared to a pile 

of nuts. What happens when you take one nut out of the middle of the pile? (The whole pile falls.) What 

is the moral? Why is the Jewish nation compared to a pile of nuts? 

The teacher will mention the phrase “ ראל ערבין זה לזהכל יש ” – Every Jew is responsible for one another. 

What does this phrase mean? (ערבים means both responsible and involved/connected to each other.) 

The teacher will tell the students the name of the person in the photo and mention that he perished in 

the Holocaust.  

Part B – Who am I Game: 

The teacher will call up one student at a time and ask him to think of one student in the class that he 

thinks he knows very well (in younger classes, the child should tell the teacher who he picked). The class 

will need to figure out which student it is by asking questions. At least 10 questions must be asked 

before guessing which child it is. Encourage the children to ask about things that characterize the child 

and not external features (for example – what does he like to play? How many siblings does he have? 

Where does he live? etc.). The teacher will simultaneously list on the board questions that the students 

ask that can be used to describe a person. 

After 5 children have been called up, we will raise the level and choose someone from the school that is 

not a member of the class (one of the other teachers, the school principal, the janitor, a student’s 

parent, etc.). The teacher will write the person on a note and show it to the chosen student, and the 

class will need to ask questions as before. It is important to emphasize to the children that the person is 

someone familiar to them from school. 

The more removed the person is from the students, the harder it will be for them to guess who he is. 

The student who is called up will also have a hard time answering the questions, despite the fact that 

everyone knows the person by name. 

Part C – Discussion: 

Why was it harder to guess during the second round? Don’t we know the school principal? Is knowing a 

person’s name enough to really know the person? 

Mid-way summary: A person’s name says who he is but in order to truly know a person, there is a lot 

hidden behind their name. So what does our name say about us? 

Part D – My Name: 

What does my name say about me? The teacher will ask students to share why their parents gave them 

their names. Tell the students about the custom of naming people after someone who has passed away. 



Are their children in the class who are named after someone who passed away/children who have 

siblings who are named after someone who passed away/do they know of places that are named after 

people (maybe even the name of their school)? What do they know about these people (if the school is 

named after someone – perhaps his photo is displayed at the school, or the students have learned about 

him)? 

Part E – Memorial Candle 

Are you familiar with other customs to remember someone who has passed away? 

Listen to the different answers that the students give (for example – on a yarzheit, having an event 

where people learn and pray in memory of someone who has passed away. It is also customary to speak 

about the person who passed away and to serve food in order to make blessings over the food in the 

person’s memory. People learn/recite chapters of Tehillim to elevate the person’s soul; people visit the 

gravesite; people recite the Kaddish prayer). 

Is anyone familiar with the custom of lighting a memorial candle? 

Learn the quote – “ נשמת אדם' נר ה ” – “Man’s soul is God’s candle.” Write the verse on the board. 

The teacher will light a candle and ask the students to look at the light of the candle (it is recommended 

to also mention fire safety rules). How is a candle’s light different than regular light? 

The verse compares a candle to a person. How is a candle similar to a person? (Movement, the light 

changes, reaches upward) 

What will happen if we turn off the light? What feelings will we have? (It will be darker, maybe scary, 

apprehension, remind us of something sad) 

Every person is a candle; what happens if one candle is missing? What happens if a lot of candles are put 

out? (The teacher can prepare in advance a slideshow presentation that shows several lit candles which 

are then extinguished one by one.) 

To connect to the photo from the beginning of the lesson – every person in the Jewish nation is part of 

the nation and together they create a whole unit. When one person dies, something is missing, and 

everyone who knew him and was around him feels the loss. 

Usually, there is an entire family who remember the person who died, but in the Holocaust, so many 

people were killed that sometimes not even one relative was left to remember them. Sometimes, there 

weren’t even any friends or neighbors left to remember them. 

We are responsible for remembering those who have passed away, who were killed in the Holocaust 

because they were part of the Jewish nation and murdered for being part of our people. 

Go back to the photo of the person from the beginning of the lesson. Who was this person? What things 

would you want to know about him? 

Information cards will be distributed to the students (in groups) about a person who passed away in the 

Holocaust. Each group will learn information about the person and need to share it with the entire class. 

A representative from each group will be called up to choose a photo that matches the information that 

they learned. The teacher will put the photo on the board and ask the student to share the information 



with the entire class. For example – a person with his family, standing in front of his house, from his 

childhood, with a favorite toy, etc. 

Do they feel now that they know the person a little bit better? Are we succeeding in continuing the life 

that he lived? (Show a film clip of a Holocaust survivor saying that life in Israel is our victory over the 

Nazis?) 

Conclusion – We learned that we are all part of a bigger whole, and that if one of us is missing, everyone 

feels the loss.  In the Holocaust, many Jews were killed and for many of them, there is no one to 

remember and mention them today. Each one of us can light the light of one person by getting to know 

more about him and lighting a candle in his memory, because behind every name, there is a person. 

Homework – Every child receives a candle with a name on it (or needs to pick a name on his own from 

the website) and an identity card about the person that he must fill out on his own (for example – place 

of residence, how many siblings he had, what his hobby was?). Another option is to choose a few of the 

questions that were raised in the classroom and try to answer them. 

Remind the students of the fire safety rules – only an adult lights the candle, the candle must be placed 

in a safe place, far from flammable materials, not to move a lit candle.  

It is recommended to designate a corner of the classroom/school for collecting the candle cups after 

they have been used, along with the identity cards that the students filled out. The corner can be 

designed in a special way or a sculpture can be made out of the candle cups. 

Supplies for the lesson –  

A photo of a person, cut into pieces + name of the person 

People cards (the gym teacher, art teacher, student from another class, janitor, guard, school principal, a 

student’s mother) 

Candle + matches 

Candle slideshow presentation 

Photos + information cards about the person 

 

 


